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Now in its thirty-sixth year, Children First Center’s programs are based on the premise 

that all parents want the best for their children. Through its various programs, Children First seeks 

to partner with parents to help children become all they can possibly be. Home visiting and other 

parenting services are offered throughout Northeast Indiana. 

Children First programs include Early Intervention and Therapy and Family Advocacy 

(children 0 – 3 with special needs); Healthy Families (supporting new parents, including prenatal 

support for pregnant moms); H.O.M.E. (reunification, supervised visitation, family preservation); 

Families First (early literacy mentoring); W.I.C. (nutrition for women, infants and children) and 

Parenting Classes. A shared feature among all programs is the inclusion of early literacy activities 

and information. 

Year Founded: 1971 

Board of Directors: Jay Purkhiser, Mike Ruch, Jeff Foulks, Eugene Fuhrer, Randy Morton, Kip 

Baird, Wayne Culbertson, Julie Hook 

Employees: 59 

Contact Information: Physical Address: 1752 Wesley Road, Auburn, IN  46706 

Phone: 260.925.3865 | Toll-Free: 800.824.2698 | Fax: 260.925.3892 | Email: 

contact@childrenfirstcenter.orgcontact@childrenfirstcenter.org | Web site: http://www.childrenfirstcenter.orghttp://www.childrenfirstcenter.org 

WIC Locations: 

- 1359 S. Randolph, Garrett, IN  46738 | Phone: 260.3574442 | Toll-Free: 877.357.4442 

- First Presbyterian Church | State and Williams St. | Kendallville, IN  46755 | Phone: 

260.347.0791 | Toll-Free: 800.947.0791 

- Ligonier United Methodist Church | 466 Town Line Rd. | Ligonier, IN  46767 | Phone: 

260.894.4048 
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Leadership:  Pat Zakula, Executive Director; Barbara Bazur, Director of Early Intervention 

Services; Jill Wagner, Healthy Families Program Manager, Julie Hill-Lauer, Families First 

Coordinator 

Partnerships: United Way of DeKalb, United Way of Noble, United Way of Steuben, DeKalb 

County Community Foundation, Dekko Foundation, Cameron Hospital, DeKalb Memorial 

Hospital, Parkview Noble, RSVP, DeKalb County Council on Aging, Northeastern Center,  

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Programs: 

Early Intervention — home-based educational, therapeutic and support services for infants and 

toddlers with special needs and their families.  Contact Barbara Bazur. 

Therapy and Family Advocacy — a staff member will work with the child’s family to identify and 

facilitate the use of needed services. This program provides therapy and family advocacy 

services for children who would have been eligible under the old First Steps system but are not 

now eligible.  These children have a delay in a developmental area and are in need of services. 

All Children First staff have flexible schedules and are able to provide services in a variety of 

locations to best meet family needs.  CFC staff can assist families with information on community 

resources, assistance with the First Steps process and parent education.  Contact Melinda 

Bowley. 

Healthy Families — a voluntary home based visitation program offered to parents of newborns.  

Healthy Families provides support and developmental information to help parents become the 

best possible parents to their children.  This program focuses on supporting and encouraging 

parents by building on family strengths; emphasizing the joys of parenting while finding ways to 

manage the stress; promoting healthy growth and development and to foster positive parent-child 

interaction; and, helping provide a healthy start for babies in Northeast Indiana.  For more 

information, contact Jill Wagner. 
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H.O.M.E. — focuses on strengthening families and keeping families intact.  As are all Children 

First Center programs, H.O.M.E. (Helping Others Meet Expectations) is a homebased program 

that works with families to set goals and accomplish objectives.  The objectives of the H.O.M.E. 

program center on strengthening families and improving their individual situations.  Designed to 

focus on keeping families intact, the family, together with the FSW and the DCS case manager 

develop a case plan to guide parents to achieve a goal of strengthening family functioning and 

interaction.  To find out more about H.O.M.E., contact Maureen Prebynski or Shawn Foltz. 

Families First — offered in DeKalb County, partners with families of children 0 – 5 to create 

literacy rich homes.  This home based program will build on the child’s daily routines and 

activities and enhance early literacy experiences.  Early language and literacy (reading and 

writing) development begins in the first three years of life and is closely linked to a child’s earliest 

experiences with books and stories.  For more information about this program, contact Julie Hill-

Lauer. 

Parenting Classes are offered on a wide range of topics to help good parents become better! 

Redirecting Children’s Behavior is a five-week course designed for anyone who works with 

children of any age to learn why children misbehave and how to redirect their actions.  Topics 

covered include:  Sibling Rivalry, Self-Esteem, Corrective Measures, Consequences, and 

Discipline. 

Support Groups are available to parents.  The groups offer education and support to parents to 

help them cope with the issues and concerns of being a parent of a special needs child.  Other 

groups can be held as needed.  To inquire about scheduled meetings, contact Children First 

Center at 800-824-2698 or 260-925-3865. 

Women, Infants and Children’s, W.I.C. — is a supplemental food program for women, infants 

and children.   Participants also receive nutrition education, nutrition counseling and referrals to 

other health and social services.  For more information on WIC eligibility or services in DeKalb 

and Noble Counties, please call Barb Baldwin at 877/357-4442 or 260/357-4442. 


